HOLMEHILL

ITS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

There are no historical documents that throw light on the early history of Dunblane when Holmehill
may have been a significant site. Any assessment of the hill has therefore to be archacological, but even
here we are largely in unknown territory, In their book Historic Dunblane Patricia Dennison and
Russell Coleman could go no further than stating that Holmehill was of “unknown potential”
archaeologically, That is because the hill has never been systematically excavated or archacologically
surveyed. In our present state of knowledge all we can do is point to reasons why the hill may be
significant while recognising that these are as vet unproven.

O considerable interest s the possibilioe of Foman
remaing o Holmehill, Evervbody in Dunlb

ATV 15 AWiare
that the Armyle esrare is buile over o Roman camps,

bur few people know thar the Roman presence in whar
is now the parish of Dunblane was of much more
importance, Thus there i3 no doube that the Roman
road north from the Forth, cheir only supply route
except bw sea, ran through Dunblane, The Ordinance
Survey map of Roman Britain shows the road running
trom Camelon o the King's Knor in Stitling where all
trace of it disappears. [t resumes in the parish of
Dunblane abour a mile south of Glenbank farm
approximately where the Licde Chef is located on the
Perth road, From there it runs through Greenloaning o
Ardoch then north o the river Tay. e follows thar the
missing have run  through
Dunblane either via the Roman fort ar Doune or inoa

part of the road must

strafght line from Srirling.
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A map showing the path of the Boman mod beeaven Camelon and the
Hiver Tay s the defensive bamier bevween the Forth aimd the Tay

Bur the Roman road north of the Fordh was nor anly a
supply route it {s likely thar it was also a military bareer.
Starting at the Tay a line of signal starions and fores
runs along side the Roman road. This line is especially
evident along the Gask Ridee and close o Ardoch, To
date its southern most points are the signal smation ar
Creenloaming and the forder ar Glenbank farm. David
Woolliscroft's view iz thar thig line of fores and signal
starions was probably a barrier designed to splic che

are and destroy any hoseile force from

FO monitor, iso
the Highlands, coming south wo raid Fife, It s alwvious
thar Glenbank is nor the rerminus of the line, which
must have continuwed to the Forth, if not further. As a

result, there will have been other siznnl seations. and
fortlers in what is now the parish of Dunblane. Given
it SCrATesic position, with extensive views o the norh
and sourh, and the importance of the road with irs
barrier of signal stations and fores, it is unlikely that che
Fomans iznored Holmehill.

Then there is the more familiar possibilioy thar Se Blane
estallished a monastery om Holmehill, The evidence for
thiz theory rests on the derivation of the place name,

Dunblane that is ‘Blane's fort', A number of historians
have hypothesised rhar Blane's monastery was locared
on Holmehill with rhe sire for lay worship being where
the Cathedral now stands. Such a division berween a
site for the religious, thar is a menastery, and that for
lay  people, was common in Celtic
settlermenes.

the religions
Some fifry wears age Mavjorie  Anderson  guestioned  this
generally accepred fvterpretation of the founding of Dunblane.
She poimtedd ont that there was an altemative spelling of
renblaneg, thar 5 "Dhdlaon ', which was ased in the Piceish
Chrosicle. Since the word 'dul” means @ meadow 'Dulblaan”

transhuted as “Blane’s meadow’. She anpued chay this mighe be



wed fodtowed try the name of a saint in the periad when
Dhenblane was estmlished. Moaroric Anderson’s intevpretation
confirms the associabion of the town with 5 Blene but does

not of iself imply the existence of @ monestery

Histortcal Mlonuments Seotland L

A derial photograph taken of Holmehill in 19945, ihe arrow indicages ihe beature which
imtereited pechavolopias by kind peembsion of the Rowvsl Commbsion for Arcicnl mmd

In conclusion | consider that Holmehill may
be of considerable archacological significance.
Should any development be considered on the
hill, it is essential that a very
thorough series of excivarions
be carried out including the
parts of the hill covered by
trees. An aerial survey would
not suffice. The surface of the
ground on top of the hill has
been greatly disturbed by the
erection and occupation of
Holmehill House and it there
were structures on  the hill,
even a Roman signal station,
¥ they will have been made of
t wood. The excavations would
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highest guality both in the area
covered and in the search for

While the derivations of the place name Dunblane are
of interest undue amention to then leads ro the neglece
of other crocial evidence, In his book Kingship anid
Unieyt Scotdamd 10001306 Geolfrey Barrow asserted
that seven of the ten Scotrish bishoprics, which edsned
in 1155, 1I:!||.'.|ll.|.|il1j," Dunblane, were already muech older
He deduced char they were
P.||I.||1L|.1hn||.r. berise of the |.'|rrn|'||-|_"|.' i1'|h_'1'r|.1inglin|_!| ot

foundarions, ANCienn
thei respective lands, “amd a pl-:li'u:-.iun of clerached
portions {of land) often remore from rhe mother
church.” He argued that no 127 century king would
have created  bishoprics with such  geographically
ilkgical land holdings s0 thar the origin of these
hishoprics must have been based on “ancient chunches
of & Celtic eype”. Diven in
Dunblane's clear association with St. Blane, who lived
im the enrly F|'"' CEnPLy, Munkblane CIEREeS a8 One of the

most important early setdements in Scodamd. As such

mMonstic :hl-..:|1l:i-.1|:|

no development shoukl ke place on a site like
Holmehill in the centre of the town withour being
preceded by very thorough excavation

There is one fnal interesving fnding. In 1995 a plece of
archaeological mddence emerped a5 2 resule of aerial
'|.1|1|.~I|.|;.:|.'.;|'|1|.n~ of Holmehill, These revealed tmces of an
carthwark on the edge of a knoll 163 vards norrh west
of the sire of Holmehill House. Tt is inidy enigmaric
being described as a "posible banked cincular feamee" and
is only visible as “a shadow.™

Lany surviving evidence. Further
action would depend on the outcome of these

findings. To behave otherwise would be
cultural and  environmental vandalism.
Bill Inglis





